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in the city of Danzig, which had not recovered from the
war and was struggling to meet the difficulties of re-
organisation and acclimatisation to the Reich.
When the Nazi drums sounded, windows opened in the
streets of Berlin and a shower of gifts rained down on the
surprised S.S. men. They had found it difficult enough
this year to induce the German people to contribute to
the winter help for Germans and now they were being
showered with gifts. Women in the streets took off their
fur coats and handed them over to the S.S. with the hope
that the babies of the newcomers would be wrapped up
in them.
Men took off their winter coats because they realised
that the "fiomecomers" must be near death, freezing on
the icy roads which led from their former homes to
Germany. They had read stories like this in the Nazi
press:
"For hours," wrote a reporter of the "Deutsche
Allgemeine Zeitung", "we have been watching a dark
spot which we saw in the distance from our position on
a bridge. Slowly the spot moved towards us. It grew into a
line. Other spots became visible behind it until there was
a sheer endless chain, a black chain moving through the
snowy countryside. For many days this picture has become
familiar to us; the long column of carriages accompanied
by men who started on their journey from Wolhynia
weeks ago. Soon we can distinguish the horses of the
.first carriages."
I could add reports from anti-Nazi sources about
this trek. I could quote extensively from statistics
collected by skilled observers about the death victims
among the homecomers, about the women who died
in childbirth,, the babies who came into the world
dead.